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Instructions to Authors 
E ditorial policy: The Journal WII! publish the following lype.~ of articles m the 
field of Botany: Re.ff'( lnh artideJ: All contributIOns must be based 011 original re-
~earch . must not be undcrcomaderal lOn for publication elsewhere. and shou ld con-
sti tute a uefimle advance in knowledge III that field. The manu.~cripl should 
u~ually (a) .~tate a problem or hypothesis, (b) describe how reproducible data wa.~ 
Ilhtamed \0 answer the problem or te.~t the hyputhcsls, and (e) come to a conelu-
. ~ ion . (The facilhaillobody has ever looked at an a.~pect such as thechemicul com-
po~il ion or morphology or speCies compositmll or .my other a~pect of:l plOlOI or 
group of plams wdl nOl quahfy a manuscript on that Lopic for pubhcation unless it 
leads to a .~igmficant adl/nnce In our ~cienlific knowledge.) Shorl commUlliwtlfJl!s: 
The same reqUireme nts a.~ for research art icles apply, but ~hort re~earch nrticles 
~hould cont:un new and menningrul re~ult!'i which warrant urgent publication and 
which mny appenr In a more comprehensive article al a later stage. Review {lflides: 
These Will be accepted If the reviewer summanzes and critically evaluates the data 
of other workers and (a ) comes to new conclusions regarding the problems inve .~­
tlgated or (b) IIldicates a gap in our knowledge, which requires additIOnal research. 
Contributors are advised tu send the Scientific Eduor an oUlline before wnting a 
n:vlew paper. Book revieWS: Concise objective cvnluatlOn of books which have 
recently been published will be .~olicited by the Scientific Editor. lrllers //I the 
Edilor: Crit ic ism or comments on any articles that have recently appeared in the 
S. Afr. J. Bot. Will be published at the discretIOn of the Scientific Editor. 
Contnbutions published in the Journal become the copyrigh t nf the South Afri-
can ASSOCiatiOn of Botnnists and the National Botanical Institute. but authors bear 
sole responSibility for the factual accuracy of their papers. 
All papers will be Critically reviewed by two or mnre referec~ on whose adVice 
Ihe Ednorial Committee WI!! accept or reject contributIOns. All refereei ng is 
~trictJy confidential. 
Authors .~hould quott: manuscnpt numbers m all correspondence and should 
nOle thai . due to storage problems. the manusc ri pt may be destroyed 12 months 
after the article ha~ been pubhshed. If authors want their original drawlllgs back 
they should indicate thiS in a letter accompanylllg the final manuscript or contact 
Ihe Copy-Editor directly not later than six months after publicatlon. 
Presentation: Contributions must be written in English. Manuscn pls must be 
typl!d on A4 paper, using one-and-a-hal f or double spacing. with a 30-mm margm 
unlhe left Side. Care should be taken that a type is used where letters do not touch 
eac h other. as final manuscripts arl! re:::td by an opti cal scannl!r. Underlining that 
t ouche.~ thl! lel[e rs should also be avoided - word.~ should rather be typed in italics. 
Four clear copIes must be submltled. If the articil! WlU (lriKitlllled (In /I computer. 
plell.l·e aim mpply 1I CIII'Y IIf thl! dil'ketle wllell the fi/wl rl!Vi.fioll 1$ suhmit/enl. The 
proKram Ilseti J'hou/J he ilidiCtlted fin the di.rkette it.felj; trwelher wilh the lII(lnU' 
,H'ripl numher oflhl' (lTtide. Photographs mu~t be submitted in quadruplicnte. In 
Ihe case of lim: drawings the onginal plus three dear photocopies Will suffice. The 
ongmal set should be mnrked as such. 
The laY-Qut should conform to th e followmg .~equence: Title page with title. 
author's name<s), adJre$s(es), both abstracts, keywords, and then, beginning on a 
new page. Introduction, M:::t{erials and Method.~. Re.~ ults . Dl.~c u.~sion . Acknowl-
edgements and Reference~. Tables (each on a separate page). c:::tptions for figures 
(grouped together) and the figures shou ld then follow. In the case of a short com-
munication. no headings olher than Acknowledgements and References ~hould be 
used. All pages must be numbered consecutively, including the title page and those 
containing references, tables and captions for figures . 
Title: This should be a.~ concise a~ possible and appropriately infonnative for 
retneval by modern searching techniques. Except in the case of certain taxonomic 
papers. thc name.~ of taxa should be used without author citations. 
A u lhor(s) : Names should be preceded by initials only, but in some cases one first 
name may be given. The ini tials should then be give n at the bollom of the page. to 
be used in the contents li ~t . Should an author's address have changed slOce the 
research was carri ed out. Ihe new address must be gIven as a footnote. 
Abst racts: All articles must contain an .obstract which should be a concise sum· 
m:::try of the art icle in not morc than 200 words. The title should lIot be repe:::tted. 
Abstracts should only contain IIlformntion appearing in the paper. Names o f taxa 
together with their author citation should appear in the abstract unless there are too 
many in which case only the important taxa should be mentioned. 
Keywords: Approximately five keyword~ for the article must be provided m 
Engl ish in alphabetical order. 
Int r odu ction: The introduction should outline the problem in general and make 
clear the object of the work reported. References to previous work are permissible 
only if they bear directly on the subject of the artlcle or point to the need for further 
investigation . A detai led and extensive review of the li terature is usually in-
appropriate. 
P r ocedu res or Methods: These should be described briefiy but in sufficient 
detail to allow repetition of the work . It is frequently important to mention the 
source of materials used. especially or living organisms. Accepted nomenclature 
and abbreviations may be used for $Iandard methods, chemical compounds, 
hormones. enzymes, etc. A reference is suffiCient for a previously described 
method unless the principl e involved is not self-evident, in which case it shou ld 
be indicated. 
Results: The main resullS should be stated in the tex!. with refcrences to any 
tab l e~. dingrams or illuSlration~ where the supponing evidence is to be fou nd. The 
some applies to any special fenturc-~ or incidental results con~idered to be of inter· 
e.~ t. It is not necessary to describe the contents of tables in jhe text. 
Discussion or C onclusions: These headings are sometimes not needed. The 
.~econd IS appropnate when the conclusions from the work Can be conveyed III a 
few sentence~. Under the first headmg. the principal resu lts sho uld be cri tically 
discussed III logical order and the conclu.~ions from them should be stated; re.~ults 
that $uggest new hiles of study should be pointed out: attention may be drawn to 
the implicatIons of the results and to agreements or disagreements with previou.~ 
work. The DiSCUSSion should not consl.~t merely of a repetition 111 a different order 
o f the conlelllS of preceding sections . 
AcknowledgementS': Acknowledgements should be kept 10 the minimum com-
patible With the reqUlremcnts of counesy. 
References: References III the text should be cited a~ follows 'Jones and Mitchell 
([974) stated .... or .... (Jone.~ & Mitchell 1974)" when gIV ing a reference simply 
a.~ authority for a stntemenl. Use Ihe name of the firs t author followed by er ul. 
when the complete cll:::ttion involves more than two authors. A list of publications 
to which reference ha.~ been made in the lext must be presented alphabetically 
according to authors ' names and ch rono[ogic:::tlly under each author. with a. b. c. 
etc. when more than one reference per year from the .~ame author(s) is involved. A 
personal communication must be confined to the text and not be included in the 
list of references. In the list, author.~' names shou ld be typed in capitals as mdi-
caled be low. Only the abbreViated tit les of joum:tls following the latest edition of 
the World U.rl of Sciefllific Perifldimis. written in ital ics. must be given. Latin 
names should also be given in italics. Examples: 
COOD, L.E. 1975. Plel.'lrfmthu,\' (Labiatae) and allied genera in southern Africa. 
Bot/Ill/ill II: 371-442. 
JONES . E.P .. SM ITH. P. & MASTERS , Q. [974. Methods in photosynthesi s. In : 
Methods in planl phy.~inlogy. ed. J.P. Sykes. 2nd edn. Vol. II, Ch. 8. pp. 335-
339. Longman. London. 
VIUOEN. PJ.c. 1953. The embryology o f some weed species. M.Sc. thesis, 
University of Pretoria. Pretoria. 
Tables : These are expe llslve to print and their number and size should be kept to 
a minimum. The same data should not be presented in tables and graphs. Each 
table should be typed on a separate sheet and should be numbered consecutively 
in order of appearance, using Arabic numerals. Attention should be paid to the lim-
itations imposed by the si ze of the printed page. Asterisks should only be used to 
denote statistically significant differences. Lower case letters used as superscripts 
(e.g. a.l!. C) should be used as references 10 footnotes. 
Illustrati ons: These should be submitted separately from the text The rules for 
numbenng Dre the same as for tablc.~. Photographs should be of a good quality on 
glossy paper with clear details and adequate contrast. Drawings, diagrams. graphs 
etc. should be executed III black India ink on good-quality paper or tracmg film. 
Photocopies arc usually unacceptable for final reproduction. An illustration should 
not exceed tWice the linear dimensions desired in the final reproduction. Allow 
spacl! for the caption when presenting a figure that will occupy a whole column or 
page. It is Important that lines and symbols be drawn sufficiently bold[y 10 with· 
stand reduction. The size of the lettering should be chosen such that the [ellers will 
be about 1.8 mm high after reduction. Should an author wish a figure to be repro-
duced without reduction, this should be indicated on the back of the figure. It is. 
however. recommended that use be made of a scale bar on figures. All figures 
should bear on the reverse. written in sort penc il, the name of the author(s) and the 
figure number. as well as an arrow indicicating the top of the figure if nece.~sary. 
Caption.~ for figures must be collected together and typed on a separate sheet 
headed 'Captions for Figures'. 
Taxonomic pape r s : The guidelines for taxonomic papers have been printed in 
Volume 51 . No. I. Contributors may write to the Scienti fi c Editor to obtain a copy 
of the requ irements and should note that contribution.~ not wrillen in accordance 
with the guidelines will not be considered for publicDtion 
Gen e ral : The complete scientific name (genus. specie.~. authors) must be c ited 
for every organism at the first mention in the text and if at all possible. authors 
(including those reporting on experimental results) should refer to a voucher her-
barium ~pecimcn of the plant(s) concerned in a registered herbarium. The generic 
name may thereafter be abbreviated to the initial except where intervening refer-
ences to other genera with the same initial could cause conrusion. Scient ific names 
of genera, species and subspecific cat egories should be typed in italics. Names of 
taxa above generic level are not italicized. Only S.I. metric units with their multi-
ples and submultiples may be used, as well as those units generally used together 
with the 5.1. units (e.g . !. m!. h, mi n). Footnotes should be avoided as far as possi-
ble by using parentheses in the main text, 
Rep r ints: 50 reprints of a full- length paper will be supplied gratis, and 25-50 
reprints of short communications. Additional reprints can be ordered directly from 
the pr intu$ (see addrc-~$ on inside front cover). 
Manuscript admin istra tion : A page charge ofRl25 per page is levied by the 
Bureau for Scientific Publications. An account will accompany the page proofs. 
Under exceptional circumstances the page charge may be waived. Colour plates 
may be printed , but the author(s) will have to bear the costs . 
Man uscripts for publication s hould be s ubmitted to the Scientific Edito r , 
Prof. J.N , E loff, NBI, P r ivate Bag X101, Pret oria, 0001, Soutb Africa. 
e-mail;jneloff@medic.up.ac.za. 
